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CHANGE IN
FOSTER
CARE IS
HERE!

CELEBRATING REFCA CHAMPIONS
JUDY COCKERTON, CEO & FOUNDER
The Re-Envisioning Foster Care in America (REFCA) movement
works to create a national culture of possibility so that the
400,000+ kids living foster care today in the U.S. receive the
ongoing resources and opportunities they need to live fulfilling
and productive lives.
This month we’re kicking off our celebration of REFCA
Champions: foster care alumni who are out in the world leading
us forward in 2021. Each brings visionary leadership to inspire
all of us to invest in the hopes and dreams of kids in ways that
change the foster care narrative in America.
We hope their stories inspire you.

“There is always
light,
if only we’re
brave enough to
see it.
If only we’re
brave enough to
be it."
AMANDA GORMAN
NATIONAL
POET

YOUTH

LAUREATE
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REFCA CHANGEMAKERS
Treehouse is honored to shine a light on 21 new REFCA Champions - visionary
foster care alumni working to improve a system that they personally
experienced. Their outstanding work is done on the local, regional, national and
global stages. Individually, they are giving their communities and our nation’s
young people hope, resources and a compelling new roadmap. Together, they
are changing the foster care narrative while creating a more just and equitable
society. We share their stories not only to applaud their work - but to help others
leverage their expertise as they too work to bring innovation to foster care.

DAVID AMBROZ
AMANDA BABINE
ANTHONY BARROWS

Sixto M. Escalera-Cancell, founder Think of Us
After joining a youth initiative focused on creating support connections and
teaching life skills, Sixto wanted to be able to offer the vital support he received
to other youth in care. In 2014, fresh out of college, he founded Think of Us, a
nonprofit focused on creating support networks for youth in foster care.

SIMONE BILES

Think of Us leverages technology to create more “moments of connection” for
youth in care. His model builds a support network for each young person
D ' A R T A G N A N B E R N A R D C A L I M A N starting at age 14 that helps to guide youth into their mid-20s. The organization
quickly formed a direct collaboration with the White House and Sixto is now one
JAMOLE CALLAHAN
of the most influential young leaders in the foster care reform movement. He
SERITA KOREN COX
was even named by Forbes as one of “30 Under 30” top social entrepreneurs.
MARQUIS CABRERA

NICOLE DOBBINS
SIXTO M. ESCALERA-CANCELL
SHERRY LACHMAN
CHARLES LERNER-LEWIS
EARL MARTIN PHALEN
AMANDA METIVIER HERNANDEZ
AMNONI MYERS
LEYKIA NULAN
SHALITA O’NEALE

Earl Martin Phelan, founder and CEO of the Phelan
Leadership Academies (PLA), operates the largest African
American K-12 charter school network in the country —
serving more than 10,000 scholars tuition-free.
Amanda Metivier, co-founder of Facing Foster Care in
Alaska, leads advocacy, training and peer support for youth
and foster care alumni across statewide network. Amanda is
also the Associate Director of the Office for Youth
Empowerment in partnership with the University of Alaska
Child Welfare Academy.

JUSTIN PASQUARIELLO
CHRIS PATTERSON
DERRIUS QUARLES
JENNIFER RODRIGUEZ
MARIAELENA SANTIAGO

Shalita O’Neale, CEO of GroCharity Events, partners with
foundations and fiscal sponsors to work with BIPOC
Communities and BIPOC led non-profit organizations to
strengthen their impact in communities of color and help
repair the affect of intergenerational trauma while
advancing the community.

LUPE O TOVAR
RODNEY WALKER

For more information about the work of our profiled REFCA Champions you can
find links for everything linkable in this edition of Launchpad right here.
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REFCA SPOTLIGHT

ASSOCIATE DIRECTOR, OMB

SHERRY LACHMAN

FOUNDER & EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR,
FOSTER AMERICA

After serving for five years as the founder and Executive Director of
Foster America, Sherry Lachman has been appointed to a senior role in
the Biden-Harris Administration.
As the Associate Director for Education, Income Maintenance and Labor
at The White House Office of Management and Budget, Ms. Lachman
will have budget, policy and oversight responsibilities for a number of

DOMESTIC POLICY ADVISOR, VICE
PRESIDENT BIDEN
SENIOR POLICY ADVISOR, U.S.
DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
SENIOR EDUCATION COUNSEL,
SENATOR AL FRANKEN

federal departments that directly impact underserved children, families

ZUBROW FELLOW IN CHILDREN'S
LAW, JUVENILE LAW CENTER

and communities, including the Departments of Education and Labor,

MPP, HARVARD

the Social Security Administration, child welfare, child care and human
services programs at the Department of Health and Human Services
and nutrition programs at the Department of Agriculture.
We are delighted that Sherry will continue to work on improving

JD, COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY SCHOOL
OF LAW
M.PHILOSOPHY, UNIVERSITY OF
CAMBRIDGE

government systems for children, families and communities in her new

BA, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA

role. We look forward to partnering with her on new endeavors.

ALUMNA, FOSTER CARE

e c neref n o C A C F E R
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VIRTUAL

REFCA
FORUMS

Nominate
A REFCA
CHAMPION!
DO

YOU

KNOW

A

FOSTER

Whenever we spotlight REFCA Champions, the Treehouse Team always
reflects on the importance of visionary philanthropist Joan Hastings.
Joan was a big fan of collaborative social change. She understood the
importance of inspiring Americans to stand together under the Banner
of Shared Responsibility in order to leverage people, dollar and idea
resources in exciting new ways. She knew the value of an engaged
citizenry investing in foster care innovation.
Joan's belief in our vision made it possible for the Treehouse Foundation
to host eight conferences in the past decade to Re-Envision Foster Care
in America. These national convenings highlight social entrepreneurs
who share their programs, practices and BIG IDEAS.
Joan believed that shining a light on the next generation of child welfare
leaders - especially those who had experienced foster care - would lead
us to inspire a widespread investment in foster care innovation.
She was so right.
For 2021, the Treehouse Foundation will be hosting a series of online
REFCA Innovation Forums to lift up the voices of REFCA Champions
while growing a national network that educates, informs and inspires
Americans of all ages.
We are tapping into the expertise and wisdom of our REFCA Champions'
proven ideas to help ensure that every young person whose life has
been impacted by foster care has access to family, community,
resources and opportunities so they can live healthy, connected and
fulfilling lives.
Our hope is that we can channel Joan's passion for connecting people
far and wide to bring about substantive social change as we move into
the digital format.
Stay tuned for details!

ALUM

CARE

WHO

IS…

Creating stellar
strategies to improve
life outcomes for kids
living in foster care?
Transforming the way
we approach caring
for our nation’s youth
living in foster care?
Helping change the
foster care narrative
in America?

We would love to hear
from you!
Please contact
Judy Cockerton at
jcockerton@treehouse
foundation.net
Deadline: April 20, 2021

TOGETHER WE ARE
CREATING A
CULTURE OF
POSSIBILITY SO
THAT ALL OUR KIDS
CAN THRIVE.
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HEROES
YOUTH

LEADERSHIP

In 2011 we launched our HEROES Youth Leadership Program
to provide youth who’ve experienced foster care in western MA
with year-round programming that creates community, teaches

ON
TREEHOUSE
CIRCLE
our flagship community

HAPPY SPRING!
As we watch the season burst to life
outside our windows, Treehouse
community members of all ages are
heading outside to walk their dogs,
ride bikes, prepare the soil in our
Community Garden and stroll around
Treehouse Circle.

leadership skills and supports education/employment success.
Our HEROES team supports these amazing young people as they
share their expertise and perspectives at REFCA Conferences, DCF
offices, the State House and other youth-centered convenings in
New England which, in turn, improves the system for others who
experience foster care.
REFCA Champion Maryellen Santiago and her dedicated staff have
been critical front line workers this past year, working diligently to
meet the emerging needs of our HEROES youth: homelessness,
food insecurity, keeping youth connected to their social workers,
therapists, employers, family members and friends.
One of the best COVID strategies that the team has created:
Curbside Check-Ins so that staff and the young people they serve
could safely connect to ensure their health and well-being.

We are masked and safely distanced
to keep all three generations safe
and healthy. But the good news is
that almost every Treehouse elder
has been vaccinated!
Kids, staff and older adults
participating in our after school Drop
In program are pulling on their boots
and taking hikes. Outdoor science
experiments are bubbling over.
Hands-on art activities abound.
Dance jams continue delighting both
the young and the young-at-heart.
The Community Garden beckons.
Everyone’s creativity is in full bloom!

For more information contact Maryellen Santiago:
msantiago@treehousefoundation.net.
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HAVE YOU HEARD?

NEW FACT SHEET HELPS STATES IDENTIFY
YOUTH ELIGIBLE FOR PANDEMIC RELIEF

THE ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION
WHAT WE KNOW ABOUT YOUTH AND YOUNG
ADULT HOMELESSNESS

THE ANNIE E. CASEY FOUNDATION

LAST-MINUTE SPENDING DEAL INCLUDES
BOOSTS FOR CHILD WELFARE

The Imprint
By John Kelly
THE CASE FOR PROVIDING GUARANTEED
INCOME TO KIDS AGING OUT OF FOSTER CARE

The Appeal
By Mark Courtney & Shanta Trivedi

HUD: TENANT PROTECTION
VOUCHERS FOR FOSTER YOUTH
TO INDEPENDENCE INITIATIVE

FIRST BILL FROM STATE SEN. T’WINA
NOBLES PASSES UNANIMOUSLY OFF FLOOR

The Olympian
By Sara Gentzler
‘IT’S NEVER TOO LATE’: ADULT ADOPTION
GIVES PAWTUCKET MAN THE FAMILY HE’S
ALWAYS WANTED

WPRI, PAWTUCKET, R.I.

AGED OUT
HOW WE’RE FAILING YOUTH
TRANSITIONING OUT OF FOSTER CARE
INSIGHTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

By Sixto Cancel,
Sarah Fathallah,
Marina Nitze, Sarah
'MANDALORIAN' ACTOR ROSARIO DAWSON
REVEALS WHY SHE ADOPTED AN OLDER CHILD

TODAY

Sullivan, and Emily
Wright-Moore

By Rachel Paula Abrahamson
For quick and easy access to our full reading list, you
can find links for everything linkable in this edition of
Launchpad right here.

SPREAD THE WORD.

