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120,000+ kids are waiting to be adopted

23,000 teens age of of foster care
every year

60+% of kids in foster care spend 2-5 years in
the system before being adopted

6 in 10 Americans have a personal experience
with adoption- be it themselves or a family
member or a close friend who either was
adopted, has adopted a child, or has placed
a child for adoption.

HAPPY NATIONAL ADOPTION MONTH!
JUDY COCKERTON, CEO & FOUNDER
At Treehouse we believe that every child deserves to grow up with a safe and loving family and
rooted in the care and support of their community. During National Adoption Month (and throughout
the year), we celebrate all the children and families nurtured, enriched, and made whole by adoption
and recommit ourselves to ensuring that every child in America can grow up in a loving and
supportive home.
We make a promise to children in America when we remove them from their families & place them in
our public foster care system: to provide them with safety & to find them a permanent loving
connection if they cannot be returned to their first family.
Since 2002, the Treehouse Foundation has been helping America keep its promise. We have been
inspiring widespread investment in foster care innovation to help make sure that every child is
rooted in family and community so they can thrive.
Thank you for making our work possible!
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HELLO

ANGELA!
REFCA Champions are moving the dial with their stellar
ideas and passion. They instill hope for the future of
America’s children. Join us to learn about these
visionaries and their
brilliance. They are
changing the foster
care narrative
coast to coast.
Judy Cockerton, The
Treehouse Foundation’s
executive director has a sticker on her car that says “I’m
Re-Envisioning Foster Care!” Strangers often approach

INNOVATE!, the new podcast shining a light on visionary
leaders who are changing foster care, launched this

her and ask: ”Is that really possible to change foster
care?” These REFCA Champions show us how.

month with host Angela Tucker. An internationally
recognized speaker on issues of race, identity, and
inclusion, Angela brings insight, experience, and interest
to learn more to every episode.
Angela founded The Adopted Life which offers
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workshops, support groups and seminars on transracial
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adoption. You can find more at angelatucker.com, and
check out CLOSURE, an intimate documentary available
on Netflix, Hulu and Amazon Prime. In CLOSURE Angela
publicly shares her story of being adopted from fostercare by white parents, and how at the age of 26, she
found her biological parents.
And now, with the Treehouse Foundation’s new podcast,
INNOVATE!, Angela Tucker engages in conversations with
fellow foster care alumni who are inspiring a ReEnvisioning of Foster Care in America. The guests are all
REFCA Champions - visionary leaders who have been
recognized by the Treehouse Foundation for their
outstanding work on behalf of children & youth
experiencing foster care.

Why new? A new bag - that’s just your own - makes a
Where can I find it? skdcn
When are there new episodes?
Who have you talked to so far?
Ep. 1 Ep. 2 Coming soon -
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WELCOME NEW HEROES STAFF:
KATTYE SOARES &

HOLLY RUEGER

We are delighted to welcome two wonderful new HEROES leaders - Kattye Soares,
Director of the HEROES Youth Leadership Program and Holly Rueger, Coordinator
of the HEROES @ Greenfield Community College satellite program.
Kattye is an artist and advocate who promotes meaningful intergenerational
connections and programming that supports the healing, growth, and
empowerment of young people. Kattye’s visionary arts integrated approach helps
HEROES members thrive and achieve their education and life goals.
Kattye envisions that every young person involved in the HEROES Youth Leadership
program can become change makers in their lives and communities. She and Holly,
who will be coordinating HEROES at Greenfield Community College, aim to create
vibrant, responsive, youth centered programming, and an intergenerational corps
of volunteers who mentor HEROES youth and invest in their well-being and
belonging.
Established in 2010, HEROES supports youth and young adults (ages 14 - 24) who
have experienced foster care and adoption in western Massachusetts.
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HOLDING PLACE - HAVE MATERIALS
RESOURCES

AWAY FROM HOME - YOUTH
EXPERIENCES OF INSTITUTIONAL
PLACEMENTS IN FOSTER CARE

I WILL NEVER FORGET THAT I COULD HAVE
LIVED WITH PEOPLE WHO LOVED ME

THINK OF US

REFCA CHAMPION
SIXTO CANCEL
THE NEW YORK TIMES

SUPPORTING STUDENTS LIVING IN
FOSTER CARE

REBECCA ALBER, EDUTOPIA

DEAR LEADERS - A RESOURCE OF
STARTING POINTS FOR CHILD WELFARE
LEADERS TO BRING FAMILY VOICE &
POWER TO THE SYSTEM

ALIA INNOVATIONS

CREATING TRAUMA-SENSITIVE CLASSROOMS

ROSE FROM CONCRETE PODCAST

KATIE STATMAN-WEIL, NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
FOR THE EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN

HOST REFCA CHAMPION JUSTIN BLACK

BUILDING THE PATH FORWARD FOR
CHANGE IN THE CHILD WELFARE SYSTEM

CONGRESSIONAL COALITION ON ADOPTION
INSTITUTE'S FOSTER YOUTH INTERNSHIP PROGRAM

For quick and easy access to our full reading list, you
can find links for everything linkable in this edition of
Launchpad right here.

SPREAD THE WORD.

